
Databases 
The modern tool to find 

scholarly journals and 

reports used in college 

assignments. 
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From the college web page, select Library – 

Search – Articles & Databases 





• Library paid subscription 

databases  

• Free databases on the internet 

• Access to state paid databases 

If you are Off Campus, 

you need the remote 

access codes. 



Free Internet Databases 



Consider which category your 

topic falls under 

If your topic relates to 

“states rights debates 

leading to the 

American Civil War”, do 

not search in a health 

database. 

Clicking on a 

category will 

take you to 

databases in 

that category 

OR 

Scroll through the 

list. 



Notice the variety of 

information.   
The descriptions can 

help determine 

which database to 

search. 

Be sure to get name 

of database, date 

viewed, article title & 

author, etc. for your 

citations.  Check the 

style manual to see 

what is required. 



Links to databases can be 

found in Research Guides 



Research Guides - 
referrals to categories on web 

pages for 

• Free Internet Databases  

• On Campus Access to 

Subscription Databases 

• Links to specific databases 

Major  resource for 

statistics in all subjects 





Library Paid Subscription 

Databases 

Clicking on a 

category will 

take you to the 

databases in 

that category. 

OR 

Scroll through 

the list. 

Take time to 

read the 

descriptions.   



JSTOR is good for literature but 

not for nursing and does NOT 

have current information 

Use a general / 

multiple topic 

database if there 

is not a specific 

database for 

your topic. 



Nursing & Health specific 

databases 



Music & Literature, specific 

databases 



Biology, Chemistry, Geology 

specific databases 

Articles can also be found in 

Academic Abstract Elite in 

the General/Multiple Topic 

section 



Anthropology, Education & 

History specific databases 



Academic Search Elite 

Use these limiters 

to match your 

specific 

requirements for 

articles. 

 

Always be sure 

Full-Text is 

marked in any 

database that 

you use. 
What does 

this mean? 

http://libguides.unf.edu/peerreview
http://libguides.unf.edu/peerreview


Most databases have a Basic 

and Advanced Search option 
All databases have 

a HELP file 

Notice the ability 

to sort your results 

If you create a 

free account, 

you can save 

your articles in 

online folders 



1,885 full-text articles on illegal 

aliens can be difficult to review 

and select the best ones 

You still have options 

to limit your results 



Hints for different 

search terms Click to add to your 

folder if you created 

an account 

Click on either of 

these to view the 

article. 

HTML is the text 

entered manually.  

PDF is a scan as the 

article appears in print 

(including graphics, 

charts, etc.) View subject headings of 

these articles to create a 

new search 



Look at the results carefully to see if it is 

worth viewing the article 

When was it 

written? 

 

Is this scholarly? 

 

How long is it? 

 

All these 

variables can 

be controlled 

in Advanced 

Search 



Take time to read the screens.  

There are many options 



Many databases will show you how to 

cite this article.  Double-check the 

database is using the most recent style 

manual. 



JSTOR has academic journals in 

these subject areas/disciplines. 

Basic and Advanced 

Search options 



Advanced Search 

Options will give you 

more ways to get 

exact matches to your 

topic. 

You can create a free 

account to store your 

articles.  Notice Help file. 



Each database will look different but will 

have most of the same features.   Take 

time to find them. 



Mobile apps may 

be available for a 

database 



Off Campus Access to NPC Library Paid 

Subscription Databases 



Select your database from this 

menu 



Access to Statewide Paid 

Subscription Databases 



All Resources will give you the 

most options 

You will be required to enter 

your zip code after selecting 

a database 



These are only SOME of the 

databases available 

 Business Source 

Complete 

 Dimensions of Early 

Childhood 

 Education Research 

Complete 

 Journal of Special 

Education 

Leadership 

 Learning Disabilities 

Quarterly 

 History Reference 

Center 

 Literary Reference 

Center 

 Points of View 

Reference Center 



Major points to  

remember 

 Read the 

descriptions and 

choose the 

database for the 

topic and time 

period you need. 

 Read the article 

description before 

choosing to view 

 

 Construct a 

meaningful search 

using limiters – 

always select full-

text 

 View the links 

under Select 

Search Terms & 

Methods 



You can always ask for help! 

 Use Help Files in the 

databases 

 Ask library staff 

 Use the electronic 

feature “Ask a 

Librarian” 

 Check with your 

instructor 

 


